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Here are some things to consider:

Word of mouth. It’s a powerful thing. Seek out parents who have children either your own kids’ age or slightly older
to pick their brains about what camps they’ve tried. Talk to the parents, and if you can, also the kids. A parent might
think the camp was one thing, but the kids usually have a different view.

Talk to teachers and school counselors. Often they know where other kids have gone. Sometimes they might be
working at a camp in the summer. They also know your child and might have thoughts on whether a camp is a good fit.

Consider your schedule and your location. You might have heard of the most wonderful camp in North Austin, but
if you live in South Austin, are you going to want to do the drive every day? Or you might have heard of the
best half-day camp, but if you need a full-day camp, can you really consider it? Your convenience is just as important
as your child’s desires.

Consider the price. Can you really spend $1,000 a week for the most super, awesome camp on Earth? No, dear child,
you can’t. Set the budget before you start looking. Or if there really is a camp that your child has her heart set on, ask
about scholarship possibilities or make your child a partner in raising the funds.

Go for tried and true. If a camp has been in business for decades, there probably is a good reason. Also if it’s backed
by a known organization such as a city parks and recreation department, your church, scouts or a known after-school
program, it can be a little less stressful. Don’t be complacent about tried and true. Sometimes programs get stale.
Ask camps if they are planning anything new this year. And don’t forget to ask the same questions of a veteran camp
that you would ask of a first-year camp.

Ask questions. Camps should be able to tell you a basic schedule for the day as well as the ratio of campers to
counselors. Ask how they get their counselors and what kinds of background checks are done. What is the level
of supervision the director has over the camp? Is he or she on-site? Is he or she be walking around the venue
where the camp is held or sitting behind a desk all day? Ask to talk to parents of campers who have been there.
Of course, you’ll get nothing but glowing reviews, but ask a question like: “If you could change one thing about
the camp, what would it be?” or “Was there anything you didn’t like or your child didn’t like about the camp?”

What does your child like to do? If your child loves science but hates to run around, a soccer camp might not be a
good fit. If your child hates to draw, an art camp might be torture. Fit the camp to your child’s interest, which can be
tricky when there’s more than one child involved. If that’s the case, you might need to find a general camp that’s good
for everyone.

Camp is also a time to try something new. Maybe your child has been asking to take karate or gymnastics during the
school year. A camp is a way to test the waters. Your kiddo might discover she really doesn’t like dance, and then
you’re not stuck with paying for a semester before you can get her out of it.

What are your child’s limitations? If you have a kid who hates loud noises, rock camp isn’t for him. Or if you have a
kid who has some physical difficulties, talk to a potential camp about whether it can accommodate your child.

Who attends the camp?Often a camp will say it’s for kids ages 5-12, but how many 12-year-olds are really in the program?
Make sure it’s not too young or too old for your child. Also, what’s the boy-girl ratio? Knowing that your son might be
one of only a handful of boys or your daughter will contend with mostly boys is helpful information.

What’s the mix of camps? Look at each week and figure out if your child is getting enough variety of experiences. Is
there enough hands-on activities? Is there enough physical activity? Is there too much outside, not enough inside?

If you need multiple camp sessions all summer long, it might work to have your kid in one camp that offers a variety
of different activities each week. Or it might be that your child will be bored after the second week.

Ask camps how many kids stay for all the sessions. If you think your child is going to pop in for a session mid-summer,
but all the kids have been going for weeks already, it can be hard to be the new kid for a week. Or if your child is the
only one who is in the camp all summer long, it can be hard to sit through the same instructions & activities each
week.

No plan is perfect. Be ready with the backup plan. Sometimes you’ve done your homework, but the camp was not as
it appeared or the staff changes or your child decides he hates karate after all. Can he stick it out, or do you need to
have a backup option?

Consult your child. Make them partners in this process. The worst summer we had was the summer I decided what
everyone was doing. My young engineer should love engineer camp, right? He didn’t. And the animal-themed camp
for the future marine biologist? Disastrous. Lesson learned, kids.

WHICH CAMP?
There are a lot of camps out there so how do you know which camp is right for your children?



 GENERAL CAMPS

ASIAN AMERICAN RESOURCE CENTER
Cultural Adventure Starts Here! Dive in with
engaging camps exploring a range of themes
including leadership, cultural awareness, 
expressive art, introductory coding, and 
environmental responsibility. Sessions include:
Game Master, Art & Mindfulness, Tall Tales &
Traditions, Preserving History, Green Team,
Counselors in Training and Asian Adoptee
Camp. Monday-Friday, 9am to 5pm with early
and late drop off/pick up available. One-week
camps: $112.50 – $275; two-week camps:
$247.50 – $300. Financial aid available.
http://www.austintexas.gov/aarc
Phone: 512-974-1700

CAMP AGAPE
Camp Agape provides a free grief support
program for children. We incorporate the use
of art, music, equine assisted therapy, and 
play therapy activities in a FUN and nurturing
summer camp setting to assist them in their
time of sorrow. We address the needs of the
whole child from their emotional health, 
physical fitness, and spiritual aspects of the
healing process. Our faith based therapeutic
program provides Hope and Healing in their
time of loss.
http://www.CampAgapeTexas.org
Phone: 830-385-8916

CAMP CHAMPIONS
The Camp Champions Advantage: our
campers succeed in college, career, and life
(while having the time of their lives with our
counselor-heroes). Since 1967 we have been
partnering with parents to cultivate important
life skills for children. Champions is a 
traditional, residential summer camp in the
ideal location on Lake LBJ. Featuring 40+ 
activities from cooking at our outdoor kitchen
to waterskiing and horseback riding, it’s the
perfect place to spend a summer!
http://www.campchampions.com
Phone: 830-598-2571

CAMP DOUBLECREEK
Since 1971, Camp Doublecreek has been Austin’s
premier summer day camp for children aged 
4-14. We keep our campers challenged, 
encouraged and inspired, as they engage in a
variety of age appropriate activities, including:
horseback riding, archery, swimming, arts &
crafts, mini golf, gun safety, paintball, laser tag,
climbing wall, ropes course, and much more!
With free transportation from 13 different pick
up points ranging from South Austin to Cedar
Park, we keep things convenient for you and a
blast for campers.
http://campdoublecreek.com
Phone: 512-255-3661 

CONCORDIA
Spend your summer break on the beautiful
campus of Concordia University Texas! 

Conveniently located near the junction of FM
2222 and RM 620, Concordia has fun-filled
camps for every interest, including but not lim-
ited to fine arts, science, and sports. This year,
Concordia will be offering two new additional
options: Arts and Science both with Outdoor
Leadership. Our Sports Camps led by our uni-
versity coaches and players are offered in: Base-
ball, Volleyball, Softball, Soccer and Basketball.
http://Concordia.edu/camps
Phone: 512-313-3000

FANTASTIC MAGIC CAMP
Imagine a place where both the timid and 
adventuresome discover they can master things
they never dreamt they could do. That is 
Fantastic Magic Camp, where kids experience
magic every day. Fantastic Magic Camp has
been teaching life skills and confidence through
magic, juggling, and puppets to kids in Austin,
TX, since 1993. Every day is filled with fun, 
laughter and lots of surprises. Kids discover their
unique inner magic through leaning magic tricks
and enjoy robust physical activity and games in
an inclusive environment. Each day, campers
make friends and learn to care for each other.
http://www.magiccamp.com
Phone: 512-988-3045

GIRLS EMPOWERMENT NETWORK
Girls Empowerment Network’s summer day
camp, campGEN, serves girls entering grades 
4-8. campGEN girls participate in fun, interactive
workshops during weeklong sessions that are
designed to help girls feel more confident as
they navigate girlhood. Girls will gain new skills,
new friendships and a new sense of self!
http://www.girlsempowermentnetwork.org
Phone: (512) 808-4044 ext. 104

IRON HORSE COUNTRY RANCH
We are one of the only motorcycle camps in
the country. Our staff is highly trained to get
your child riding safely. We supply Honda 
motorcycles with all the gear. Resort like camp
with pool. Specialized training and drills with
activities on the ranch. Children need to be
able to ride a bicycle and we can do the rest.
It is every child’s dream to ride a motorcycle
and we make dreams come true. Register
early to reserve your place. Shuttle locations
from North Austin Schools, Downtown Metro
Train and Georgetown.
http://www.ironhorsecountry.com
Phone: 512-917-5733

KIDVENTURE
Welcome to Kidventure. For over 23 years, we
have chosen to make a real difference in the
lives of kids. Named ‘Best Summer Camp’
three years in a row, we offer both Day and
Overnight options for kids of all ages. Along-
side the most dedicated and passionate team
of counselors, your child will not only enjoy
the time of his or her life, but be learn the kind of

lessons that will serve them the rest of their lives. 
http://kidventure.com/austin-summer-camp/
Phone: 512.263.8992

KIDVENTURE OVERNIGHT CAMP
Named Texas’ Best Overnight Camp for 3 years
in a row, Kidventure’s Overnight Camps has
been an experience like none other. Now, we’ve
expanded our offerings and will be serving our
families and their kids from ages 8 to 18. Because
the greatest lessons we learn at overnight camp
are the ones we take with us for the rest of our
lives. Choose from Safari (ages 8-12), Echo (ages
13-16), and Apex (ages 17-18).
http://kidventure.com/overnight-camps/
Phone: 512.263.8992

SKY CANDY
Calling all youngsters ages 6 and up who 
want to run away to the circus! Kids fly high on
the Silks, Trapeze and more at Sky Candy Circus
Sky Camps! Our highly trained and experienced
teachers will show your kids how to soar on 
aerial apparatuses and excel in circus skills
including juggling, hooping, tumbling, and more.
The circus and performing arts are a great path
to developing confidence, strength, 
coordination, flexibility, and body awareness.
www.skycandyaustin.com/youth/camp/
Phone: 512-800-4998

Austin Parks and Rec SUMMER CAMPS
A wide variety of summer programs for 
children 5-12 years old, and some facilities 
provide preschool and teen programs.
Whether you’re looking for active play, 
outdoor adventure, strategic games or cultural
activities, the Austin Parks and Recreation 
Department’s summer camps have something
for everyone. PARD’s goal is to provide 
children with exciting experiences through
structured recreation in a safe and welcoming
environment. Emphasizing active participation
and play, trained staff will guide your child
through a variety of group activities, such as
sports, swimming, hiking, geocaching, 
painting, performance, dance and more!
www.austintexas.gov/department/summer-camps-

SUMMER SPARK
Your children come alive as they engage in
weekly creative problem solving challenges.
With packed schedules, powerful media
everywhere, and performance pressure on
schools, we believe that a fundamental 
component of a strong foundation is missing
in the lives of many children today. The ability
to tackle a problem with no set solution – to
think creatively and flexibly, to struggle, fail,
and try again, to test, revise, and reiterate. At
Summer Spark, we strive to fill this gap. All
about physical experiments, purposeful tinkering,
messy construction. Creativity Unplugged.
http://www.summerspark.com
Phone: 512-593-5393



AMERICAN ROBOTICS
American Robotics Academy aims to excite,
inspire and motivate children about the 
importance of robotics technology. Our
hands-on classes offer an introduction to the
fundamentals of engineering design, helping
children understand “how things work.” Held
in a friendly, sports-like atmosphere, students
work in age-appropriate teams and learn how
to design, build and test remote-controlled
miniature robots. We use simple, motorized
machines – all made from LEGO® bricks! – to
demonstrate mechanical movements and
other effects.
http://www.RoboticsAcademy.com
Phone: 512-844-2724

AUSTIN PUBLIC LIBRARY FRIENDS 
FOUNDATION
IFun and creative workshops inspire and instruct
kids and teens in the crafts of poetry, fiction, and
nonfiction. Our supportive, exciting learning 
environment builds writing skills and confidence.
Our teaching artists are professional writers
based in Austin. Campers publish and share their
work at the end of camp. We have locations
across Austin throughout the summer.
http://www.AustinLibrary.org

LEARNING FUN 101
Using LEGO® bricks students learn how to
build and program a robot to sing, dance, 
navigate a maze, hit or pitch a ball, play mini
golf, and more. Campers will build a new 
project each day, learning how to make things
spin, roll, turn and rock. Then they will take
what they have learned to design their own
thrills and challenges.
http://www.learningfun101.com
Phone: 512-740-3024

BITS BOTS BYTES
Fun-filled technology education programs for 
children ages 6-14 in junior robotics using Lego®
WeDo®, coding and programming using Game
Maker, Scratch and Kodu Game Lab, stop 
animation movie making, electronics and 
programming with Raspberry Pi, and Minecraft 
Engineering.  Children obtain a variety of 
technical skills and build competence and 
confidence while having a GREAT time during
our programs.  Friendly and knowledgeable
teachers provide kids with an entertaining,
hands-on, educational experience.
http://www.austintx.bitsbytesbots.com
Phone: (512)415-4120

BOY SCOUTS
Cub Scouts (boys ages 7-10) enjoy outdoor fun
at Day Camp including BB gun shooting, archery,
swimming and sports plus world culture-themed
games, activities and food. Boys don’t have to be
a registered member of Scouting to take part
(but we’d love to sign you up!) 11 different 

locations and times, including some evening/
twilight hours
http://www.cubsummercamp.org
Phone: 512-617-8632

ESTHER’S FOLLIES
This summer, have your kids join the Esther’s 
Follies School of Comedy. Starting in June,
Austin’s longest-running comedy revue will be
offering special summer camp sessions to kids
8-16. These week-long intensives, taught by the
talented cast of Esther’s, will teach kids and
teens the art of tomfoolery. Students will learn
how to sing, dance, the fundamentals of sketch
comedy and improv.
http://www.esthersfollies.com
Phone: 512.320.0198

FUSION ACADEMY
Finally! A summer school that won’t take away
your summer fun! At Fusion, all classes are 
one-to-one: one student and one teacher per
classroom. This allows us to personalize 
curriculum and schedule around your family’s
summer plans or vacations without worrying
about when classes fit in. Whatever you’re 
looking for this summer, Fusion has you covered;
catch up, get ahead, or try something new. Both
academic and fun classes available!
http://FusionSummer.com
Phone: 512.330.0188

GIRL SCOUTS
We are proud to offer multiple day and resident
camps with a wide variety of programming and
camping options. Campers may attend sessions
that cater to their special interests, or try 
something completely new! Choose from making
a movie, building a robot, exploring myths and
legends, horseback riding, and much more.
http://www.gsctx.org
Phone: 800-733-0011

LEARNING FUN 101
Using LEGO® bricks students learn how to
build and program a robot to sing, dance, 
navigate a maze, hit or pitch a ball, play mini
golf, and more. Campers will build a new
project each day, learning how to make things
spin, roll, turn and rock. Then they will take
what they have learned to design their own
thrills and challenges.
http://www.learningfun101.com
Phone: 512-740-3024

MAD SCIENCE
Mad Science camps are designed with 
exciting, fun and hands-on science activities.
Your child will become a junior scientist for the
week. We use an inquiry-based technique that
allows even the youngest camper to enjoy
learning. Children will design, create, build and
assemble a variety of projects. 9 different
camp themes are available including robots,

rockets, spy academy, grossology, camp 
eureka and more! Mad Science has camp 
locations all over town. 
http://austin.madscience.org
Phone: 512-892-1143

STEPPING STONE SCHOOL
Stepping Stone School continues providing
academic enrichment over the summer with a
research-based curriculum. This year’s focus
takes an in-depth look at the pioneers and 
explorers who have discovered places and
ideas that have shaped our world. Through
this unique and innovative summer camp, 
children will develop a meaningful 
understanding of the impact of exploration
and they’ll feel empowered to become the 
pioneers of the future.
www.steppingstoneschool.com/summer-camp
Phone: 512-459-0258   

YOUNG PEOPLES WORKSHOP
Discover Intelligent Fun with week-long half or
full day camps. We have over 28 camp 
varieties in Spanish, Art, Science & Technology
and more! Whether your kid is an artist, 
explorer, adventurer, scientist, or likes to learn
practice Spanish; YPW Camps has a camp to
suit your needs.
http://www.YPWkids.com
Westlake: 512.329.5611 Central: 512.401.3174

THINKERY
Thinkery Camps spark curiosity and inspire
creative learning through hands-on, 
inquiry-led exploration and discovery. Each
weeklong camp provides an innovative, safe
and inspiring environment for campers to 
expand their problem-solving potential—and
have a whole lot of fun. Become a robotics
ringmaster, a Renaissance-era apprentice and
more at one of our six STEAM- or 
robotics-themed summer camps, hosted at
four locations across Austin. Now, no matter
where you live, there’s a convenient Thinkery
Camp nearby!
https://thinkeryaustin.org/camp/
Phone: (512) 469-6201

TEXAS TECH
This summer, give your kids a combination of
Learning and Adventure. During their week
stay, activities include: Learning about water
quality, wildlife, birds, and plants; Identifying
stars; Shooting Archery, Fishing, Aging a Tree,
Kayaking, and Low Ropes to build self-esteem
through Teamwork. This camp combines
STEM learning in the outdoors with traditional
camp activities. Not only is it FUN, they will be
better prepared for the upcoming school year.
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/junction/out-
doorschool/programs/outreach.php
Phone: 806-834-5625

EDUCATIONAL
CAMPS



THEATRE, DANCE & 
INSTRUCTIONAL CAMPS

FANTASTIC MAGIC CAMP
Imagine a place where both the timid and 
adventuresome discover they can master
things they never dreamt they could do. That
is Fantastic Magic Camp, where kids 
experience magic every day. Fantastic Magic
Camp has been teaching life skills and 
confidence through magic, juggling, and 
puppets to kids in Austin, TX, since 1993.
Every day is filled with fun, laughter and lots
of surprises. Kids discover their unique inner
magic through leaning magic tricks and enjoy
robust physical activity and games in an 
inclusive environment. Each day, campers
make friends and learn to care for each other.
http://www.magiccamp.com
Phone: 512-988-3045

KIDSACTING
kidsActing offers a wide variety of popular
summer camp options in over 15 Austin area
locations that give kids between the ages of 4
and 18 an opportunity to try musicals, 
comedy, show choir, stage combat, and more.
Choose week-long classes or multi-week 
sessions that culminate in a full production
performance – lights, sounds, costumes, 
action! There is something to channel the 
creativity in every child! kidsActing has been
an Austin institution for over 35 years!
http://www.kidsactingstudio.com
Phone: 512-836-KIDS (5437)

KMAC
The K-MAC Sports Camp will give invaluable
training and hands-on experience for 
youngsters wanting to learn about sports
broadcasting. The K-MAC Sports staff, with
over 100 years of combined broadcast 
experience, will give each camper 
personalized guidance on getting into and 
advancing a career in sports broadcasting.
Campers will be provided lunch, water, a camp
T-shirt, and a video/audio file for their use.
http://www.kmacsports.com
Phone: 512-338-1111 EXT 100

LONE STAR SOCCER
Half and Full day camps are available to U5 –U
12 boys and girls of all skill levels at the eight
Lonestar Soccer locations from South Austin
to Williamson County. A typical day will 
include skill targeted drills, tactical practices,
speed and agility training, and a World Cup
tournament. See website for more 
information- lonestar-sc.com
http://www.lonestar-sc.com
Phone: 512-496-7072

PARAMOUNT
Make lifelong memories with the Paramount
Theatre! Full-day one week and two week
camp sessions, including acting, singing,
dancing, comedy, song writing and even 

robotics! Camps culminate in either a 
performance or sharing on one of our historic
stages. Now offering sessions in North and
South Austin!
http://www.austintheatre.org/camps
Phone: 512-692-0526

SCHOOL OF ROCK
Our Rock & Roll Summer camps hone music
performance and ensemble skills in a creative
and fun environment. We teach guitar, bass,
drums, vocals and keys, culminating in an
awesome live rock show on the final day! We
have camps for ages 6 – 18 of all skill levels –
from beginners through to more advanced
rockers. Enroll before April 1, and you will 
receive 25% off any summer camp tuition! 
Use coupon code SORSTATESMAN2017 on
our website or call us.
http://rocki.ng/austinrockcamps
Phone: (512) 670-2360

BALLET AUSTIN
Imagine, Dance, Discover and Play at Ballet
Austin this Summer! Broadway musicals, 
dancing elephants, enchanted forests and 
magical kingdoms are found in these summer’s
camps for kids.
http://www.balletaustin.org/

KIDS WITH PENS
Kids With Pens offers week-long creative 
writing camps led by published YA author
Carolyn Cohagan. Each day includes 
innovative writing prompts and lessons on the
fundamentals of storytelling. Campers craft
stories, poems, and plays, and this summer
we’re offering a NEW graphic novel class. All
campers will be published on the Kids With
Pens blog, allowing them to brag to their
friends that they are published authors! Ages
8-12 & 10-14.
http://www.kidswithpens.org
Phone: 323-807-3672

ZACH SCOTT THEATRE
Have a blast at ZACH Theatre’s Summer
camps! Now with a North Location, ZACH’s
summer camps are a great way for students
to build confidence, creativity and 
collaboration, all while learning skills in acting,
singing, dancing and more! Check our our
awesome collaboration camps with Sky Candy
Airiel Arts Studio and Austin Film Festival. 
We also have performance opportunities for
student grade 4 and above.
http://Zachtheatre.org/education
Phone: 512-476-0594 x236

TEX-ARTS
TexARTS will also continue to offer the popu-
lar series of youth summer performing and vi-
sual arts camps and a variety of programming
for children and teens of all levels. This year’s

lineup includes TexARTS annual Summer 
Musical Theatre Academy production of 
DISNEY’S THE LITTLE MERMAID JR. (June 5 –
25), the youth acting intensive THE 
CINDERELLA CHRONICLES (June 26 – July
7), CHARLOTTE’S WEB (July 17 – 28), and a
dance technique intensive (August 7 – 11).
Registration is now opened for TexARTS 
annual Summer Musical Theatre Academy
production of Disney’s The Little Mermaid Jr.
http://www.tex-arts.org
Phone: 512-852-9079 X106

ESTHER’S FOLLIES
This summer, have your kids join the Esther’s
Follies School of Comedy. Starting in June,
Austin’s longest-running comedy revue will be
offering special summer camp sessions to kids
8-16. These week-long intensives, taught by
the talented cast of Esther’s, will teach kids
and teens the art of tomfoolery. Students will
learn how to sing, dance, the fundamentals of
sketch comedy and improv.
http://www.esthersfollies.com
Phone: 512.320.0198

ASIAN AMERICAN RESOURCE CENTER
Cultural Adventure Starts Here! Dive in with
engaging camps exploring a range of themes
including leadership, cultural awareness, 
expressive art, introductory coding, and e
nvironmental responsibility. Sessions include:
Game Master, Art & Mindfulness, Tall Tales &
Traditions, Preserving History, Green Team,
Counselors in Training and Asian Adoptee
Camp. Monday-Friday, 9am to 5pm with early
and late drop off/pick up available. One-week
camps: $112.50 – $275; two-week camps:
$247.50 – $300. Financial aid available.
http://www.austintexas.gov/aarc
Phone: 512-974-1700

CONCORDIA
Spend your summer break on the beautiful
campus of Concordia University Texas! 
Conveniently located near the junction of FM
2222 and RM 620, Concordia has fun-filled
camps for every interest, including but not
limited to fine arts, science, and sports. This
year, Concordia will be offering two new 
additional options: Arts and Science both with
Outdoor Leadership. Our Sports Camps led by
our university coaches and players are offered
in: Baseball, Volleyball, Softball, Soccer and
Basketball
http://Concordia.edu/camps
Phone: 512-313-3000



Art and music
camps

CORDOVAN ART SCHOOL CAMPS
Half-day and full-day camps available in age
groups 5-7, 8-12, and 13-16. Each week-long
session has a different theme. Extended care
hours offered. City: Round Rock. Phone: 
512-275-4040. Age Range: 5 to 16.
http://cordovanartschool.com/round-rock/.

ART PLUS ACADEMY
In its 7th year, ART + Academy offers half-day
camps with a perfect balance between fun
and instruction. Our camps are perfect for
young artists seeking to improve their 
drawing and painting skills. Come and select
from a variety of themed art camps for all
ages and interests!
www.artplusacademy.com
Phone: 512-415-8267

AUSTIN CHAMBER MUSIC
The Austin Chamber Music Workshop offers a
fun, challenging, and motivational 
environment where you can create new
sounds, play within small ensembles, and 
explore music with new friends. The multi-
week music workshop in July offers a division
for all ages and all instruments are welcome!
Work with local and world-class musicians
and participate in classes like percussion 
ensemble, improvisation and composition.
Make music a part of your summer!
http://austinchambermusic.org
Phone: 512-454-7562

AUSTIN FILM FESTIVAL
Summer Film Camp is all about storytelling.
Aspiring filmmakers ages 9-18 are 
encouraged to find and tell their own stories.
Then industry professionals teach them how
to turn those stories into their very own films.
Campers also participate in panel discussions
with major Hollywood writers, producers, and
directors. Finally, to finish it all with a bang,
completed films will premiere at the Summer
Film Camp Showcase at Galaxy Highland on
Sunday, August 6th.
austinfilmfestival.com/yfp/summercamp/
Phone: 512-478-4795

CREATIVE SIDE JEWELRY ACADEMY
Explore the ancient art of metal working in
one or all three of our week long summer
camps including, The Torch, Metal Casting, or
Drawing,Sawing and Etching. We provide a
safe and creative environment where kids
have the opportunity to learn metalsmithing
techniques using copper, brass and silver.
Camp is led by professional artists and under
their guidance students will make sculptural
jewelry pieces and are encouraged to develop
their own design skills.
http://www.creativeside.org
Phone: 512-799-0731

SCHOOL OF ROCK
Our Rock & Roll Summer camps hone music
performance and ensemble skills in a creative
and fun environment. We teach guitar, bass,
drums, vocals and keys, culminating in an
awesome live rock show on the final day! We
have camps for ages 6 – 18 of all skill levels –
from beginners through to more advanced
rockers. Enroll before April 1, and you will 
receive 25% off any summer camp tuition!
Use coupon code SORSTATESMAN2017 
on our website or call us.
http://rocki.ng/austinrockcamps
Phone: (512) 670-2360

TEX-ARTS
TexARTS will also continue to offer the 
popular series of youth summer performing
and visual arts camps and a variety of 
programming for children and teens of all 
levels. This year’s lineup includes TexARTS 
annual Summer Musical Theatre Academy
production of DISNEY’S THE LITTLE 
MERMAID JR. (June 5 – 25), the youth acting
intensive THE CINDERELLA CHRONICLES
(June 26 – July 7), CHARLOTTE’S WEB (July
17 – 28), and a dance technique intensive 
(August 7 – 11). Registration is now opened
for TexARTS annual Summer Musical Theatre
Academy production of Disney’s The Little
Mermaid Jr.
http://www.tex-arts.org
Phone: 512-852-9079 X106

UMLAUF SCULPTURE GARDEN
UMLAUF Summer Art Camps offer 
extraordinary adventures in a natural oasis,
expanding children’s creativity and 
appreciation for art and design through the
exploration of modern and traditional media.
UMLAUF Summer Art Camps are designed
for students who have completed K-5th
grades. All art supplies and special camp
T-shirt included. Camps are 9:00 AM- 12:00

PM & 1:00 PM- 4:00 PM. Half day & full day
camps available. Early drop off & late pick-up
available.
http://www.umlaufsculpture.org
Phone: 512-445-5582

ZACH SCOTT THEATRE
Have a blast at ZACH Theatre’s Summer
camps! Now with a North Location, ZACH’s
summer camps are a great way for students
to build confidence, creativity and 
collaboration, all while learning skills in acting,
singing, dancing and more! Check our our
awesome collaboration camps with Sky
Candy Airiel Arts Studio and Austin Film 
Festival. We also have performance 
opportunities for student grade 4 and above.
http://Zachtheatre.org/education
Phone: 512-476-0594 x236

AUSTIN PUBLIC LIBRARY FRIENDS 
FOUNDATION
Fun and creative workshops inspire and 
instruct kids and teens in the crafts of poetry,
fiction, and nonfiction. Our supportive, 
exciting learning environment builds writing
skills and confidence. Our teaching artists are
professional writers based in Austin. Campers
publish and share their work at the end of
camp. We have locations across Austin
throughout the summer. Also offering Spring
Break Workshops and Summer Book Crush.
http://www.AustinLibrary.org

CONTEMPORARY AUSTIN
The Contemporary Austin Art School at
beautiful Laguna Gloria provides almost 300
exceptional young artists’ classes June-
August with art skills, vocabulary, cool materi-
als, and projects to take home.
http://thecontemporaryaustin.org/artschool
Phone: 512-323-6380

ESTHER’S FOLLIES
This summer, have your kids join the Esther’s
Follies School of Comedy. Starting in June,
Austin’s longest-running comedy revue will
be offering special summer camp sessions to
kids 8-16. These week-long intensives, taught
by the talented cast of Esther’s, will teach
kids and teens the art of tomfoolery. Students
will learn how to sing, dance, the
fundamentals of sketch comedy and improv.
http://www.esthersfollies.com
Phone: 512.320.0198

KIDS WITH PENS
Kids With Pens offers week-long creative
writing camps led by published YA author
Carolyn Cohagan. Each day includes
innovative writing prompts and lessons on
the fundamentals of storytelling. Campers
craft stories, poems, and plays, and this 
summer we’re offering a NEW graphic novel
class. All campers will be published on the
Kids With Pens blog, allowing them to brag to
their friends that they are published authors!
Ages 8-12 & 10-14.
http://www.kidswithpens.org
Phone: 323-807-3672

PARAMOUNT
Make lifelong memories with the Paramount
Theatre! Full-day one week and two week
camp sessions, including acting, singing,
dancing, comedy, song writing and even 
robotics! Camps culminate in either a per-
formance or sharing on one of our historic
stages. Now offering sessions in North and
South Austin!
http://www.austintheatre.org/camps
Phone: 512-692-0526



SPORTS CAMPS

IRON HORSE COUNTRY RANCH
We are one of the only motorcycle camps in
the country. Our staff is highly trained to get
your child riding safely. We supply Honda 
motorcycles with all the gear. Resort like camp
with pool. Specialized training and drills with
activities on the ranch. Children need to be
able to ride a bicycle and we can do the rest.
It is every child’s dream to ride a motorcycle
and we make dreams come true. Register
early to reserve your place. Shuttle locations
from North Austin Schools, Downtown Metro
Train and Georgetown.
http://www.ironhorsecountry.com
Phone: 512-917-5733

JUMP! GYMNASTICS SUMMER CAMPS
Imagine a world where superheroes are real,
pirates are friendly and every little girl is a
princess. Grab your passport and join Jere-
miah Frog as he embarks on an adventure
through space and time. Camp Jump! offers 
1-week half, full and extended day opportuni-
ties for children to explore their imaginations
through theme-based curriculum featuring
gymnastics, art exploration, dramatic play,
yoga, music, and dance. Voted Austin Family
Magazine's Most Fun Camp 3 times.
http://www.JumpGymnastics.com
Phone: 512-593-6226

MCKINNEY ROUGHS
Campers ages 5 to 15 discover the great 
outdoors at scenic McKinney Roughs Nature
Park through exploration and recreation. Ac-
tivities such as river rafting and zip lining are
available to campers, as well as uncovering the
native plant and animal species in the area. A
convenient shuttle is available for all full-day
camps just minutes from Austin.
http://lcra.org/camps
Phone: 512-303-5073

ROWING CAMP
The Austin Rowing Club welcomes all middle
school and high school students for a week of
FUN on the water! Daily sessions include a 
variety of kayaking, small boat rowing, basic
rowing technique, nature walks and lots of fun
on the lake! Come on down this summer to
learn more about rowing on Lade Bird Lake.
The Austin Rowing Club also welcomes all 
athletes to join the ARC Coaches for a week
to try the #1 College Recruited sport! Young
athletes will learn the basic rowing technique,
spend time in a variety of boats and gain
knowledge about racing and training in the
fastest growing sport. Join us this summer to
test your fitness and gain new skills!
http://austinrowing.org

KMAC
The K-MAC Sports Camp will give invaluable
training and hands-on experience for 

youngsters wanting to learn about sports
broadcasting. The K-MAC Sports staff, with
over 100 years of combined broadcast 
experience, will give each camper 
personalized guidance on getting into and 
advancing a career in sports broadcasting.
Campers will be provided lunch, water, a camp
T-shirt, and a video/audio file for their use.
http://www.kmacsports.com
Phone: 512-338-1111 EXT 100

BRANDY PERRYMAN BASKETBALL CAMP
This basketball camp is run by former UT
player Brandy Perryman, who still holds the
team record for free-throw shooting! The
camp is a four-day shooting-intense session
mirrored after the camps that Perryman 
attended as a child. All camps include 32
hours of instruction, with individualized drills
and competitors.
http://bperrymansshootingcamp.com
Phone: 512-799-8891

LONE STAR SOCCER
Half and Full day camps are available to U5 –
U 12 boys and girls of all skill levels at the eight
Lonestar Soccer locations from South Austin
to Williamson County. A typical day will 
include skill targeted drills, tactical practices,
speed and agility training, and a World Cup
tournament. See website for more 
information- lonestar-sc.com
http://www.lonestar-sc.com
Phone: 512-496-7072

SOCCER SHOTS
Join Soccer Shots for a funfilled week playing
the world’s greatest game! Camp includes 
individual soccer skill development through
creative and imaginative play, arts and crafts,
and lots of fun! Half-day (3-5) and full-day 
(K-2nd; includes pool time!) options available.
www.soccershots.org/austin
Phone: 512-420-9450

SOCCER CORNER
Going to Soccer Camp? The Soccer Corner is
the soccer store for all your soccer equipment
and apparel needs! Our missions is to offer the
best products and services that inspire soccer
players to elevate their game and play with
passion and confidence. The Soccer Corner
strives to provide the best shopping 
experience for the community and the 
national soccer fan.
http://www.TheSoccerCorner.com
Phone: 512-351-8078 (South Austin) 512-373-
8697 (Round Rock)

TRINITY CAMP
Camp Trinity and Tornado Athletic Camps are
open to children entering grades K-8. We have
25 camp offerings sure to spark interest and
engage the adventurous. Morning, afternoon,

and full-day programs utilize our wooded 21
acre campus in Westlake Hills, close to 
downtown Austin. June 5-9 and June 12-16 
include a Friday fun Splash Bash.  Our 
top-notch Athletic skills camps continue.
July 10-14, July 24-27, and August 7-11.
http://www.austintrinity.org/summer
Phone: 512-472-9525

UT WOMEN’S BASEKETBALL CAMP
The Longhorn Girls Basketball Camp
is designed to inspire campers to set
goals that will enable them to find
success on and off the basketball court.
Individual skill development, competitive
games, informative instruction, and
great facilities all serve to equip each
camper to become a better basketball
player. No matter what your skill level or
age, we have a camp for you! We are
expecting another fun summer full of
campers that are willing to work toward
their goals! Hook ‘Em Horns!
longhorngirlsbasketballcamp.com
Phone: 512-667-3027

Nike Tennis Camp at Southwestern University
This tennis camp in the Southwest is for kids
to elevate their tennis game while making new
friends and having lots of fun. All aspects of
the game will be addressed as campers learn
the latest tennis techniques, tactics and strate-
gies through on-court instruction, competitive
drills and match play. Join the fun this summer
and take your game to the next level!
http://www.ussportscamps.com/tennis/nike/
nike-tennis-camp-southwestern-university/

AUSTIN YACHT CLUB
AYC Summer Camps teach children the love of
sailing in a safe and fun environment! Our Junior
Sailing Camp is a week long program for kids
ages 8-16 and our PB&J Sailing Series caters to
ages 4-10 on Saturday mornings. Both camps
cover sailing basics, such as rigging, docking,
and boathandling, with Junior Sailing Camp 
expanding on these into windsurfing and racing.
Please call if you have any questions about
which camp is best for your sailor!
http://www.austinyachtclub.net

SKY CANDY
Calling all youngsters ages 6 and up who want
to run away to the circus! Kids fly high on the
Silks, Trapeze and more at Sky Candy Circus
Sky Camps! Our highly trained and 
experienced teachers will show your kids how
to soar on aerial apparatuses and excel in 
circus skills including juggling, hooping, 
tumbling, and more. The circus and 
performing arts are a great path to developing
confidence, strength, coordination, flexibility,
and body awareness.
https://www.skycandyaustin.com/youth/cam



OUTDOOR CAMPS 

ROCK ABOUT CAMP
Our day camps include 5 great days of 
climbing at Austin’s awesome area climbing
destinations. This camp is 2 days at the Austin
Greenbelt, as well as Reimer’s Ranch and 1 day
at the great Enchanted Rock. The Enchanted
Rock trip also includes going through the 
really neat cave and climbing. If adventure is
what you’re looking for then you’ve found the
right camp.
http://rock-about.com/kids-camps/
Phone: 512-514-0804

RIO VISTA
Horses, Horses, Horses. Our horse centered
weekly camps include Daily English riding
lessons, Daily horse care lessons and a Weekly
camp Horse Show. Afternoon rides take place
in our covered arena, with some afternoons
scheduled as cool-off time in the swimming
pool. Campers with prior riding experience
work on building their skills, while those new
to horses learn the basics of horsemanship
taught by experienced, professional 
instructors. Rio Vista Farm offers year round
top quality lessons and training for all levels of
riders on horses or ponies. We offer 
instruction from beginner riders to those 
competing across the nation. Start your child’s
riding adventure today.
http://www.riovistafarm.net
Phone: 512-247-2303

AUSTIN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
Come join us on an exciting adventure as we
explore The Great Outdoors. In June, we will
unravel mysteries and become Nature 
Detectives; we will learn all about the three 
Rs as we work towards Keeping Austin Green;
and then we’ll head outdoors and have Fun in
the Sun. In July, we will learn all about Wacky
Weather, we’ll explore various ways we grow
with the world around us in Watch Us Grow,
and finally we’ll have fun with water as we
Make a Splash.
http://www.austininternationalschool.org
Phone: 512-331-7806

GIRL SCOUTS
We are proud to offer multiple day and resident
camps with a wide variety of programming and
camping options. Campers may attend sessions
that cater to their special interests, or try some-
thing completely new! Choose from making a
movie, building a robot, exploring myths and 
legends, horseback riding, and much more.
http://www.gsctx.org
Phone: 800-733-0011

MCKINNEY ROUGHS
Campers ages 5 to 15 discover the great 
outdoors at scenic McKinney Roughs Nature
Park through exploration and recreation. 
Activities such as river rafting and zip lining

are available to campers, as well as uncovering
the native plant and animal species in the area.
A convenient shuttle is available for all full-day
camps just minutes from Austin.
http://lcra.org/camps
Phone: 512-303-5073

ST. ANDREWS
Take advantage of our half-day or full-day
camps (early arrival and aftercare supervision
is available). Want to try flying a drone? Test
your outdoor survival skills? Improve your
football throw? Create your own digital story?
Star in a musical performance? Invite your
friends, our camps are open to ages 4-18!
http://www.sasaustin.org/summer
Phone: (512) 299-9861

THE PINES CATHOLIC CAMP
The Pines Catholic Camp is the premiere
Catholic camping experience in the 
Southwest! We host a traditional summer
camp experience for 2nd-12th graders where
campers choose their activities, which include
our ropes course, our lake activities, sports,
and more. We are authentically Catholic, and
we also host Mass, adoration, men’s and
women’s sessions, and more. We have staff,
speakers, and musicians from all over the
country waiting to spend a week with you!
http://www.thepines.org
Phone: 214-522-6533

AUSTIN ZOO
Our summer program philosophy is to get your
child excited about nature and science through
using Austin Zoo as an outdoor living classroom
and it is an opportunity for your child to take
risks, try new activities and to make new friends
who have similar interests. Kids will meet live ani-
mals, conduct science experiments, play games
and create crafts related to specific biology and
environmental science themes.
http://www.AustinZoo.org
Phone: (512) 288-1490

AUSTIN DOG ALLIANCE 
Can your little one not get enough of man's
best friend? Austin Dog Alliance lets your kid
spend the summer in a puppy panic, learning
about dogs and dog care alongside the family
canine or camp-provided therapy dogs. Ages
5-15. June-August. 1321 W. New Hope Dr.,
Cedar Park, 512/335-7100. $250, half day;
$450, full day. 
www.austindogalliance.org

CAMP AGAPE
Camp Agape provides a free grief support
program for children. We incorporate the use
of art, music, equine assisted therapy, and play
therapy activities in a FUN and nurturing 
summer camp setting to assist them in their
time of sorrow. We address the needs of the

whole child from their emotional health, 
physical fitness, and spiritual aspects of the
healing process. Our faith based therapeutic
program provides Hope and Healing in their
time of loss.
http://www.CampAgapeTexas.org
Phone: 830-385-8916

KIDVENTURE
Welcome to Kidventure. For over 23 years, we
have chosen to make a real difference in the
lives of kids. Named ‘Best Summer Camp’
three years in a row, we offer both Day and
Overnight options for kids of all ages. 
Alongside the most dedicated and passionate
team of counselors, your child will not only
enjoy the time of his or her life, but be learn
the kind of lessons that will serve them the
rest of their lives. Choose from four Austin
area campsites.
http://kidventure.com/austin-summer-camp/
Phone: 512.263.8992

TEXAS STATE AQUATIC
Since 1987, the Aquatic Science Adventure
Camps at Texas State University have 
provided children ages 9-15 the chance to 
experience being a real scientist for a week!
Featuring all kinds of hands-on and 
challenging activities related to water and the
environment such as wild caving, river rafting,
scuba diving, a ropes course, and so much
more - there’s no better way to get your kids
out in nature this summer!
http://www.eardc.txstate.edu/camp.html
Phone: 512-245-3541

SHERWOOD FOREST FAIR
Campers will be transported back in time.
They experience creating useful tools, learn
new skills and participate in performance art
that was essential in the Renaissance. GREEN
campers (who have never attended our camp)
and all Sea Dragons (age 7-9) will follow the
Path of the Scholar where they learn a bit of
everything. VETERAN CAMPERS – who have
already attended at least one session – can
continue following the Path of the Scholar, or
if they are age 10+ they may select a specialist
path – receiving intensive instruction in weekly
specialist classes. NEW CAMPERS attending
multiple weeks follow the Path of the Scholar
their first week and then choose (at the time
of booking) to continue as a Scholar or to
specialize for subsequent week (s). Sleeping
options include choosing the castle or “rough
it” in an air conditioned pavilion tent.
http://sherwoodforestsummercamp.com/



OVERNIGHT CAMPS

KIDVENTURE OVERNIGHT CAMP
Named Texas’ Best Overnight Camp for 3
years in a row, Kidventure’s Overnight Camps
has been an experience like none other. Now,
we’ve expanded our offerings and will be 
serving our families and their kids from ages 8
to 18. Because the greatest lessons we learn at
overnight camp are the ones we take with us
for the rest of our lives. Welcome to 
Kidventure. Choose from Safari (ages 8-12),
Echo (ages 13-16), and Apex (ages 17-18).
http://kidventure.com/overnight-camps/
Phone: 512.263.8992

Camp Lonehollow
Camp Lonehollow is known as one of the best
overnight summer camps in Texas. Lonehollow
is a place where your kids can run, grow, and
thrive in a nurturing environment. At 
Lonehollow, children will have the opportunity
to unplug and get away from city living. Our
guides (counselors) encourage many life skills
such as self-confidence, independence, and
responsibility into the camper's during their
time spent at camp. Family style meals occur
three times a day, and are a good place to
reestablish manners, healthy eating, and group
bonding. Even though there is no escaping the
fast paced world in which we live in, by
sending your children to a camp like 
Lonehollow, the values and good habits that
you instill into your kids at home will be
deeply-rooted within them by the time they
leave camp.
(830) 966-6600

YMCA Camp Twin Lakes
Brand new Overnight Camp in the heart of TX
Hill Country only minutes away from Austin.
Camp Twin Lakes is THE popular Day Camp in
Cedar Park hosting 600 campers per day
since 1990. Now offering OVERNIGHT CAMP
for only 120 co-ed campers. Join us in the
NEW Dining Hall and Cabins as our campers
explore, play and make life-long friends. 
Situated on 55 acres of park land featuring 2
lakes, the Wet Willie Water Slide, canoeing,
kayaking, swim beach, Aqua Park, indoor pool,
outdoor pool, archery range, paintball field, 
sports complex, covered pavilions and 3 
indoor lodges.
(512) 257-0709

Camp Champions
Camp Champions is a co-ed summer camp for
children ages 6-18. Located in the Hill Country
of Central Texas, on Lake LBJ, it's the ideal
place to spend a summer. We have created a
program full of traditions and great activities.
From waterskiing to horseback riding to
sports to cooking classes to climbing walls to
archery, we have 30+ activities to challenge
and delight our campers. Evening and special
activities provide a sense of magic and 
community for our campers. We strive to part-
ner with our parents to help their children
grow into the Champions they are meant to be!
(830) 598-2571

Hunters Chase Farms Equestrian Camp
Do you want your "horse crazy" child to spend
their summer outdoors , with the main focus
being based on learning to ride and care for
the horse? Improving their equestrian skills in
the arena (english and/or western riding), 
relaxing on a therapeutic trail ride through the
Texas Hill Country, loving on a mini horse, 
donkey, goat, cow, or maybe a rabbit or baby
chicken, splashing around in our beautiful 
in-ground swimming pool surrounded by giant
oak trees, hanging out with his/her friends
under the shade of a big elm tree, listening to
the chickens cluck, eating their sack lunch or
maybe painting a picture for dad or making a
necklace for mom are some of the things your
child might enjoy while attending and HCF
day/overnight camp. Well , then this camp is
for your child! HCF equestrian camps are 
located 5 minutes north of Wimberley,Texas
and only 15-25 minutes from south Austin,
Kyle, Buda, San Marcos, and Dripping Springs.
HCF offers day camps M-F (9am-4pm) and a
variety of overnight camp options from 3-6
nights, including an all boy Cowboy camp.
Please see our website for more details, dates,
costs and to sign up online. EST 1988.
(512) 842-2246

Camp Shield
Here at Camp SHIELD, we strive to teach
today's boys to become tomorrows' leaders.
Through leadership training, fellowship and
various outdoor activities, Camp Shield will
give your son valuable tools to navigate life
successfully.Activities include: Paintball, 
Strategy Games, Survival Skills, Rappelling,
Team Sports, Archery, Riflery, Camping, 
Swimming and Water Activities, Obstacle
Course, Physical Training and much more.
(830) 537-6157 

EPIC Adventures
Located in heart of the Texas Hill Country near
Austin, we provide coed teens unique 
opportunities to build character, leadership
skills, confidence, and outdoor wilderness
skills. Unlike most camps in Texas, we spend
our time at different outdoor locations 
enjoying what the Texas outdoors has to offer.

Activities include Kayaking, Backpacking,
Camping, Rafting, Climbing, Cooking, Building
Shelters, Canyoneering, Caving, and Hiking.
Activities are age appropriate and adjusted to
each camper's abilities helping to build self
confidence. All major gear is provided and
comprehensive instruction is provided by well
trained knowledgeable staff. We are a camp
with a purpose!
(512) 417-6127

EquipGirl
EquipGirl is a mix between a girls' summer
camp, a finishing school, and a Christian 
leadership conference. Our mission is to give
girls the tools needed to navigate life 
successfully. Our staff is professional and 
experienced, and each has a heart to minister.

EquipGirl will help every girl develop more
confidence with her own image from 
professional makeovers to training in beauty
techniques, skin care, and flattering wardrobe.
Girls will learn how to make good decisions,
prepare for life issues, gain leadership skills,
build quality friendships, appropriately interact
with others, and learn to successfully handle
many other specific issues facing youth today.
EquipGirl features unique camp fun with our
ChicKombat, EG Fashion Show, Karaoke event,
Rappelling and many other adventures like
singing the national anthem at the AT&T
center for the Silver Stars Game.
830-537-6157

  



Before packing for camp, check with your child's camp packing
list provided by the organization. There may be things like
bedding that you'll need to include in your child's gear.Next,
wash all new clothing before packing an remember to mark
everything your kiddo will be  taking, from socks to soap cases,
with his name or initials.

Now, armed with an empty truck and your camping checklist,
calculate how much clothing your child will need. The Summer
Camp Handbook recommends you pack your youngster enough
clothes to last one-and-a-half times the number of days he'll be
at camp for camps that run a week or less (they probably don't
provide laundry service), or the number of days between
laundry service for camps longer than one week.

Summer Camp Checklist

Day Camp
� Sunscreen that has an SPF of 15 or higher.

� Bathing suit.

� Towel.

� Plastic bag for wet items. 

� Insect repellant.

� Two water bottles (one frozen).

� Hat for sun protection.

� Comfortable running shoes or sport sandals.

� Water shoes or flip-flops for the pool/beach.

� Medication with a note about how to administer.

� Sack lunch.

� Backpack to store all items.

Overnight Camp
� Sunscreen that has an SPF of 15 or higher. 

� Soap and shampoo.

� 2-3 Bathing suits.

� Towels For both swimming/beach and showering.

� Insect repellent (2-3 bottles).

� Reusable water bottle/canteen.

� Hat for sun protection.

� Two pairs of comfortable shoes.

� Sport sandals.

� Water shoes and flip-flops.

� Hiking boots (if applicable).

� Rain coat or reusable rain poncho.

� Medication with note on how to administer.  This should be

given to the supervisor on the first day.

� Several days-worth of socks and underwear.

� Several T-shirts, sweatshirts, shorts, one or two pairs of long

pants.

� A few pairs of Pajamas.

� One warm jacket (fleece or heavy sweater).

� Sleeping bag.

� Extra blanket.

� Sheet sleeping bag (two sheets sewn together).

� Travel pillow.

� Sheets and pillowcase for twin bed.

� Small battery-powered hand fan.

� Flashlight with batteries.

� Government-approved lifejacket.

� Camera and film.

� Letter-writing items (stationary and pens with pre-stamped

envelopes as well as addresses)

� Travel first aid kit.

� Books or magazines for rainy days

� Hockey or duffel bag.

SUMMER CAMP CHECKLIST
Packing for camp is an art form. Unlike sending your child for a sleepover at a friend's house, a stay at a resident camp can
last from a week to an entire summer, with a camping checklist of things equally as long. So before you zip up that knapsack
and send him on the bus to summer camp without enough underwear, check out this summer camp packing checklist.

Things To Remember While Packing For Camp:



Camps across the country are filled with campers eagerly awaiting camp care packages, but you're left wondering what
to send to your kids at summer camp. The traditional cookies and handmade cards come to mind, but are you sure that
it is really what kids want? From compact board games to journals for writing, discover tips for filling your care packages
for kids at camp.

"Sending your child to camp already shows how much you care," shares Dr. Christopher Thurber, psychologist and author
of The Summer Camp Handbook "But care packages make mail call at camp its own little holiday." So, before you
seal your camp care packages and mark "handle with care," make sure you know the rules on what you can and can't
send to your little camper away at modern summer camps.

SEND SWEET TREATS
Whether it's the fear of attracting unwanted critters or the rising food allergies in kids today, many camps prohibit food in
camp care packages, including homemade cookies. But when camps allow food items, be sure they aren't perishable
without proper storage.

PACK IN ENTERTAINMENT
"I recommend non-food items that can be shared, such as reading material, compact board games and puzzles," says Dr.
Thurber. You can also send toys to kids at summer camp that are meant to be shared -- such as inflatable beach balls,
Frisbees, bean bags and hackey sack bags -- making your kiddo the center of attention with friends at camp.

INCLUDE CLEAN FUN
A toothbrush that plays music, a new headband and hair clips or silly socks and underwear can be just the pick-me-up
your camper needs while away at summer camp. You can also surprise your child with something camps normally don't
see, like bath soap body paint from Avon.

ADD IN FASHION
A new set of pajamas, temporary tattoos or even Silly Bandz for sharing can be a special treat for kids at summer camp.
Or you can send a white t-shirt and a fabric marker for a keepsake project your child can have friends sign to remember
the fun time at camp.

A PIECE OF HOME
Sending a little bit of sentiment might make homesick kids feel a little closer to home. Include a small stuffed animal,
a journal with a special message from mom and dad inside the cover or photos of the family to help when your young-
sters are missing you. Just consider how emotional your youngster might be. You don't want to bring them to tears with
thoughts of home.

Instead of sending one big camp care package, know that with kids at summer camp, four small packages packs a
bigger punch than one large one. Just be sure you check with your camp's size restrictions before packing. Whether
you pick a theme for your care packages or choose a variety of items each time, it's guaranteed that you will be
bringing a little bit of sunshine to your child come mail call.

CARE PACKAGES - 5 IDEAS FOR WHAT TO SEND

http://www.sheknows.com/parenting/articles/829639/summer-camp-packing-checklist



Camp information taken from http://www.austinchronicle.com and Austin360

HAVE AN AUSTIN-CENTRIC CAMP
WHILE KIDS ARE AWAY
http://campguide.austin360.com/austin-centric-adult-camp/

While the kids are at play at their overnight summer camps,
create your own adults-only summer camp. You could spend
the child-free week or weeks doing productive things or, you
could take to the streets of Austin and enjoy some of the things
you can’t try with kids in tow. Here are a few ideas...

Start your day off peacefully
There are no children to cart to school or day camps, so why not
start the day with a walk or a run on the Lady Bird Lake hike-and-
bike trail or another one of Austin’s treasures? We love Mary
Moore Searight Metropolitan Park at 907 W. Slaughter Lane for its
miles of trails through the woods. We also love Mayfield Park and
Mayfield Nature Preserve, 3505 W. 35th St., for the peacocks and
the fun trails over rocks and water.

Wander a bookstore
How often do you get to look at books without anyone saying, “Can
we go yet?” or “I’m bored”? You can skip the kids’ section on this
trip. Head to BookPeople, 603 N. Lamar Blvd., for interesting browsing.

Have an Austin-centric shopping experience
If the thought of wandering South Congress Avenue or South Lamar
Boulevard or even the Domain with children makes you shudder,
now is the time to just browse. There’s no worrying about anyone
breaking anything on this trip. 

No kids meals here
Have a very adult meal at one of Austin’s best restaurants. Haven’t
tried Top Chef Paul Qui’s restaurant Qui? Head to East Sixth Street
for dishes likesuch as Rabbit 7 Ways and Dinuguan. Finish it with a
cheddar cheese ice cream sandwich. (1600 E. Sixth St.)

Another night, head to Congress for Chef David Bull’s three-course
or seven-course prix-fixe menus. You’ll get to try things you never
thought would cross your lips, and no one will be there to make a
face or stick out their tongues. (200 Congress Ave.)

Sunset, Austin-style
Head up to Mount Bonnell to watch the sun make the hills and Lake
Austin sparkle. Or watch the bats fly out of the Ann Richards
Congress Avenue Bridge before heading downtown for the evening.

Austin has a night life? Yep.
Believe it or not, there is life after 8 p.m. on a school/work night.
Never been to a classic Austin spot such as the Continental Club at
1315 S. Congress Ave.? Now is your chance. Haven’t been to a concert
at ACL Live, 310 Willie Nelson Blvd., either?  And if you’ve never been
to Stubb’s for barbecue and a show, try it one night at 801 Red River
Street. 

Or maybe it’s time to kick up your heels. Learn to two-step at the
Broken Spoke, 3201 S. Lamar Blvd., at 8 p.m. before the bands start
playing. Not your style? Learn to salsa or tango. EsquinaTango, 209
Pedernales St., and the Emma S. Barrientos Mexican American
Cultural Center, 600 River St., have regular classes.

When the kids come home from camp, you’ll get to hear their tales
of days at the lake, camp cuisine and cabin raids, but you’ll get to
share (or not) the hills you climbed, the foods you ate and the
dancing you learned.

nvillalpando@statesman.com

Where Austin Closes

Branch Location Map

1. Cedar Park 
901 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 204, Cedar Park, Tx 78613
512.823.2800 

2. Northwest
3708 Spicewood Springs Rd. , Ste. 100, Austin, Tx 78759
512.346.4020

3. North
9600 N.  MoPac Expwy., Ste. 125, Austin, Tx 78759
512.459.7222

4. Downtown 
1717 W. 6th Street, Ste. 102, Austin, Tx 78703
512.329.0777

5. Westlake
3520 Bee Caves Rd., Ste. 250, Austin, Tx 78746
512.306.0988

6. Round Rock 
810 Hesters Crossing, Ste. 155, Round Rock, Tx 78681
512.244.2266

7. Bastrop
696 Hwy 71 W., Bldg. 2, Ste. B, Bastrop, Tx 78602
512.303.9633

8. Northland/MoPac
3303 Northland Drive, Ste. 150, Austin, Tx 78731
512.954.6385

Visit our website at www.austintitle.com to view a list of closers at each location.
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